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Wicked  mMs  ^Portion. 


OR 


A  S  E 


(  Preached  at  the  LePlure  in  Bojlon  in  New-Bngland  the 
i8  ch '  day  of  the  j  Moneth  1674.  when  two  men 
were  executed^  who  had  murtherU 

their  Mafler.)  f 

Wherein  is  (hewed 

Th<%excejfein  mckednefs  doth  brm% 
untimely  P)eath. 


Zy  INCREASE  MATHER,  Teacher 
of  a  Church  of  Chrill, 


Prov.  10.27.  Lprd  frolongeth  dajesy  hut  the  jears 

pf  the  T»icked  pfnH  he  /hertned, 

Eph.  6.  2,  5.  Honour  thy  Father  and  thy  Mother  (which  u  the 

Commandment  with  fromife)  that  it  may  he  well  with  thee^ 
and  thou  may fi  livelong  on  the  Earth, 

Paena  ad  paucos,  metua  ad  omnes. 


B  O  S  T  O  N, 
Printed  by  fohn  Fofier,  i  7  5 
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HO  THB  R  ^4.1 
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a  r'' 


TUeenfulrig  Sermon 

Page  expre^ed)  Prciichej  upon  A  jad  ^ 
folemn occafi{n*^td  ip;fj^  -tt,,pi^^ld 

fall  to  wy  Let  to  attend  that  fervice^  k  whole 
week  before^  and  much  other  hufinefs  was  upon  my  hands 
at  the  fame  'Timj^neceffary^to  be  done  •j  mfvl^ch^ejpep 
nothing  but  what  is  Phxnand  CoplEg^-^c  ^lex- 
felted  in  this  Difcourfi,  i.  ea  and  if  /  had  had.  npier  fo 
much  time  for  Xf'epar  of  ion  Jtis^my  Principle,  {and  thofe 
few  in  the  wihtd  that  k^rp Anything  of  me  ^  will  tefify 
that  my  continued  Practice  is  according  to  that  Principle) 
thatPIaincfs  in  delivering  the  Trnths  of  God,  u  al- 
w ayes  to  he  endeavoured ^ter*^  but  more  efpeciaUy  when 
fuch  aw  full  occaftsm  are  pr  efented^  as  caufed  the  Freach- 
tng  of  Fhis’Sermenrn  ‘Plain^fbod  -^piritu^  ds  fiaipieK 

well  as  in  n  Natural  fen fe»  Optimus% 

i  Ifittle  did  I  think  of  Printing  this  fermon  when  I 
Preached  it  i,  but  that  God  who  fometimes  giveth  favor 
to  thofe  who  are  not  men  of  skill  hath  fo  ordered  by  his 
Providence  as  that  many  have  defired^  that  it  might 
be  thus  expofed  to  the ''view-ofA’he-wo^rU^-out  s^frefpelf 
to  whofe  Importunity  y  I  have  tranferibed  for  them  a  Co^ 
py  of  what  was  fpok^n^  and  that  not  onely  astothe 
things,  but  {fine  a  that  was  defred)  as  nigh  as  I  could 
remember,  in  the  fame  words,  which  were  delivered » 

A  z  If 


I 

.  ••A. 

To  the  Reader.  _  _ 

hei^^flnmtfatd  t$fn*iept  any 
jrom  finning  agdin/l  Cod  ^  if  the  Laid  xvtli  blejs  theje 

foor  Meditations  for  the  good  of  yourg  otxi  amergfi 
us{ejpeciallj  fuch  as_areofx\)Q  Rifing  Gencrationtin 
Ncw-Engknd,  for  tvhofe  fakes  1  am  weft  teiUingy  nop 
onelj  to  Preach ,  and  to  mite^hut  to  dy^ifl  may  but 
thereby  Promote  their  Converfion  and  Salvation)  1 
have  then  my  whole  defire, 

7he  buffing  of  the  Cod  of  Heaven^  go  along  with 
his  own  'truths  which  is  the  Prayer  of 

Bofton,'  N.  E:  rhine  in  Chrih 

j5.of2  Monet^' 

Increafe  a^Afather* 


*  I’r*.  <  I  .  . . I  III.  . .  .■■■■■.  ■  I  .■■■  Ill  I 

I 

Ecck^ 


Ecclef,  7.  17. 


not  overmuch  wic^ed^  neither  be 
thou foolijh‘^  ithy  J})Ouldep  thou  dye 
before  thy  time  ? 

SI  Olomon  being  a  man  full  of  wlfdome,  was  veryob- 
'  fervant  of  the  Providences  of  God,  which  hapned 
^  in  the  place  and  in  the  age  wherein  he  lived.  He 
f  doth  in  this  Chapter  give  us  an  account  of  fome  of 
his  Obfervations  that  way,  There  is  one  fpecial  Obfervation 
in  this  Context,  viz,  in  the  1 5  verfe  of  this  Chapter,  where 
we  have  the  wife  man  faying.  There  is  ajufi  man  that 
ferijheth  in  his  Right eoufnefs^  and  there  is  a  "kicked  man  that 
proUngeth  hk  lift  in  his  ^ickgdnefs .  Now  left  anyone 
Ihould  abufe  this  dodrinc  of  the  juft  mans  perifhing  in 
his  righteoufnefsj  and  the  wicked  mans  prolonging  his 
life  in  his  wickednefs,  He  proceeds  to  a  double  exhortation. 

1.  He  doth  exhort  to  beware  of  errors  on  the  right 
hand,  verfe  16th..  where  there  are  two  errors  on  the  right 
hand  mentioned. 

I.  Overmuch  Righteoufnefs.  Be  not  righteous  overmuch. 
Not  that  ft  is  poffible  for  any  man  to  have  more  of  real 
Goodnefs  in  him,  than  he  ought  to  have:  but  he  maybe 
more  righteous  in  his  own  Conceit,  than  he  fliould  be*, 
and  he  may  be  Superftitious,  he  may  adde  to  the  Word  of 
G<^’d,  which  is  the  rule  of  Rightcoufnefs,  Men  may  like- 
wife  be  morefeverein  punifhing  Offenders  then  the  Rule 
doth  allow  of,  the  Corinthians  did  foraccimes  erre  on  that 
band,  and  that  is  to  be  righteous  overmuch. 

2,  Overmuch  Wifdome,  Neither  mahe  thy  [elf  over'^ife, 
muft  be  underftopd  as  former  Particular,  A  man 

may 


V.  ‘Vrnfij  An. 
not.  in  Loc. 

Sf-e  pemble, 
cxpof.  p-  85^. 


Noli  elTeflol- 
tus.  Hiertn. 


Tametfi  a]i- 
quanrlo  fit  uc 
iinprobi  in  fu- 
is  ice!eribu5 
Confcnffcanr, 
tamcn 

■'s-rrli  To 

fit  ut  impr- 
borum  brevis 
&:  contra^ta 
vita  fit.  C'aYt- 
in  Loc*. 

Dod.  . 


be  wifer  in  his  own  eyes,  than  he  ought  to  be,  He  miy  be 
wife  above  what  is  written,  He  may  pry  into  the  f  trees 
of  the  Almighty,  and  endeavour  to  trace  him  whofe  W4yes, 
are  paft  finding  out,  and  whofe  Footfteps  are  not  known. 
And  this  Exhortation  is  urged  from  the  Confideration  of 
thewolull  effed  of  this  overmuch  wifdome  and  righcc- 
oufnefs,  felf  deftrudion.  fyhj {houldefl-  thoft  defiroy 
thy  felf?  As  the  moth  that  will  venture  too  neer  to  the 
light ,  deftroyeth  it  felf,  fo  they  that  will  be  overwife,  and 
will  needs  know  more  than  God  would  have  them  to  know^ 
deftroy  themfclves. 

2,  The  ocher  exhortation  is  againft  Errors  6n  the  Left 
hand;  of. which  there  are  two  mentioned  in  this  verfe'and 

M  .j 

in  the  words  which  have  been  read,  in  oppofition  to  the  two 
former  fpoken  of  in  the  verfe  immediately  foregoing^ 

1,  Bs  not  overmuch  kicked,  q.  d.  though  you  mufl  not 

be  righteous  overmuch,  yet  take  heed  of  erring  on  the 
other  extream,  which  our  nature  is  moft  prone  unto.  The 
•Hebrew  is,  h.  e.,  do  not  mck^ly  mueh,  Noe 

that  the  Preacher  doth  allow  of  any  wickednefs  at  all  onely 
his  defigne  is  to  fhew  the  evill  of  all  excefs  in  wickednefs. 

2.  Another  error*  on  the  left  hand  is  Toolifhncls.  N«- 

ther  he  thou  FooHJh,  Heb.  ^5^  *^^1-  b.  e.  Neither -h 

thou  a  Fool^htczn^Q  all  wick^ocli  is  folly,  and  Oaner^are 
Fools,  as  afterwards  we  fhall  jfhew.  And  this  eihorcab’on 
is  likewife  prefFed  by  an  argument  taken  from  tbe  mifcrable 
end  that  fuch  Tinners  come  to  at  lafl,  God  in  his  righteous 
Providence  doth  many  Times  fo  order  ,that  they  dy  before 
their  Time,  why  fhonldeji  thou  dy  hfore  t  hy  Xtm}  'ft  is  as 
if  it  were  faid,  Though  it  be  fo  that  here  and, there  a  wicked 
man  doth  prolong  hisTife  in  his  wickednefs,  yet  for  .any 
one  thence  to  embolden  himfelf  in  fin,  is  the  .greatefi:  fo‘IIy 
imaginable,  for  ufually  it  falls  out  otherwife  ^^that  w?clqtd- 
nefs  dothfhortenthe  dayesof  thofeithat  ar^e  guiltY^u^^ 

The  Doft^’inc  therefore  from  the,  words.., 

That  the  Providence  of  Qoi  doth  ofmtmes\(jo  dijffofe  tlat 

an  mtimtlj  death  fhall  be  the  Portion  of  *  him  ihat-bkth  teen 
mckedovermnch»  ^ 

.  - •  ■  .  ) .  '  .  .  j  ... .  n  I. , „ .  1*' 


In  tlie  Do&rinai  handling  of  this  Truth,  Three  things 
knay  be  attended. 

1.  To  enquire  how  any  one  may  be  faid  tody  btfore 
bis  Time. 

2.  What  overmuch  wickednefs  that  is  which  is  ufuaily 
followed  with  untimely  Death,  or  when  one  may  b.  faid 
to  be  wicked  overmuch. 

3.  The  Reafons  of  the  Dodrine,  why  God  in  his  pro- 
ifidence  doth  often  fo  difpofe  as  that  an  untimely  death  (hall 
be  the  Portion  of  fuch  as  have  been  wicked  overmuch. 

Qiieft.  I.  How  can  one  be  faid  to  dj  before  hk  T  me  f 

Anfw,  Notin  refiftQ-  of  the  decree  cfGod,  No  man 
flialldy  before  the  Time  which  the  Lord  hath  determined 
be  fulfilled.  The  Time  of  every  mans  Death  is  appointed, 

Hence  Job  faith  Ghap.  i4.^vcrfe  14.  the  dajes  of  my 
appointed  Tme  wUl  1  wait  till  rr.j  change  conic,  and  in  the 
5  th  verfe  of  that  Chapter  it  is  faid,  Seing  his  dajes  are  de¬ 
termined^  the  npiwbcr  cf  his  months  are  with  thoe,  thou  hafi. 
dipfointed  his  bofinds  that  he  cannot  pafs.  Not  oncly  the  years  Corton 
but  the  moneths,  nay  the  dayes  wlikh  every  man  fhali  live  onEcclef?.!;^ 
are  determined  by  the  Lord  ,  fo  as  that  he  fliall  not  live  a 
day  longer,  nor  dy  a  day  fooner  than  was  before  appoint^ 

€d.  But  a  man  may  be  faid  to  dy  before  his  Time. 

li  Inre/p(£l  of  his  own  csepcflaticn*  He  may  dy  before 
jever  he  doth  exped  Death.  Hence  (inner s  are  faid  to 
dy  fuddenly.  i  ThefL  5.  3.  when  ihiy  fhali  fay  peace  and 
fafety^  then  ffidden  defirtMion  cemeih  upon  thorn  as  tra'vel 
fifon  a  woman  Vcith  child  and  they pj all  not  ef cape.  Sudden 
defirudion  cometb  upon  (inner s,  that  is,  not  oncly  which 
I  is  in  it  felf  fudden,  but  as  to  their  expedition  fo.  Thus  in 
I  the  Parable  concerning  the  wicked  fervanr.  Math.  24.  48, 

I  '^9,50.  If  that  evilfetvant  flail  fay  in  his  hearty  my  Lord 
1  delayeth  his  coming-^  and  flail  begin  to  fmite  his  fellow- fi7  ‘- 
fvants^  the  Lord  of  that  fervara  'flail  ceme  in  a  day  when  he 
loiketh  not  for  htm^  and  in  an  hour  that  he  u  not  aware  of.  So 
Both  He  dy  before  his  Time  wherein  he  cxpedcd  deathi 
t  Is  come.  It  is  often  fo'with  them  that  have  been  very  wicked’ 

Whetefore  it  is  faid  ip  the  Parable  concerning 
f  '  *  the* 

f 


S-eMr  Caryl 
©a  Job  ij..  i6. 


C4  >  . 

the  roo!  when  ha  thought  he  had  many  years  to  live?  Lnke 
12.  20.  Godfkiduttto  himThoH  tool  this  night  thj  foul  Jhall 
he  HquiYed  of  thee,  Hsnee, 

2.  A  firmer  may  he  [aid  to  dye  before  his  Time,  in  reJpeB  of 
his  Preparation  for  a  dyin^  hour.  Death  may  come  upon 
him,  before  he  is  prepared  to  encounter  with  that  enemy. 
And  then  he  dyeth  indeed,  in  dying  he  Jhall  dyfii  death  find 
him  unprepared;  the  fecond  death  taketh  hold  on  that 
foul.  The  devills  fometimes  faid  to  Jefus  Chrifl:,  Art 
thou  come  to  torment  us  he  fort  our  T  ime,  T  ruly  fuch  a  foul 
goeth  to  the  place  of  Torment  before  his  Time.  There 
is  many  a  (inner  chat  death  finds  without  an  Inter  eft  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  There  is  forae  fin  that  he  hath  not  repented’ 
of,  nay  it  may  be  he  hath  not  truly  repented  of  fo  much 
as  one  fin,  and  then  he  is  not  prepared  to  dy.  It  had  been 
better  for  him  that  he  had  never  been  born,  than  that 
he  fhould  dye  and  go  out  of  the  world  in  that  Con¬ 
dition, 


3.  A  finner  may  dy  before  that  Time  he  fulfilled,  yrhich 
according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  he  might  have  lived. 
And  this  is  crpccialiy  intended  here  in  the  Text  ,  why 
fhouldft  thou  dye  before  thy  time,  Hcbr.  and 

not  in  thy  Time,  that  is  to  fay  ,  before  that  time  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  thou  mighteft 
have  lived,  be  expired .  Many  times  the  Divine  Providence 
doth  fo  order  as  that  they  who  have  been  wicked  over¬ 
much  (hall  not  live  out  that  time.  Thus  concerning  the 
world  of  the  ungodly  which  lived  before  the  flood,  -  Eliphaz 
faith  Hafi  thou  marked  the  old  rvay  which  '^ick^d  men  have 
troden,  who  were  tut  down  cut  of  time.  Job,  22  15,  1 6, 
According  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Nature,  they  raighi  i 
have  lived  a  Long  Time,  but  they  were  cut  down  by  the  i 
ftroke  of  Death,  wicked  men  never  dy  before  they  are  \ 
ripe  in  fin,  but  they  often  dy  before  they  are  ripe  in  Na¬ 
ture.  They  are  caried  and  chafed  out  of  the  world  by  | 
fome  violent  death. 

Sometimes  this  is  brought  to  pafs  by  the  Lords  immedi¬ 
ate  hand.  If  men  be  general  wicked  overmuch,  thci  Lord 

. .  fends 


,  C  s ) 

fends  Publick  deflroying  Judgments,  wbe  reby  thonfands 
dy  before  tbek:  Time.  fo  on  the  old  world,  foon  Sodom 
and  Gomorrha;  in  the  morning  they  were  well  and  likely 
to  hive  lived  many  a  fair  day,  but  dead  and  damned  be¬ 
fore  night.  Thofe  fore  Judgments  of  Famine,  Plague, 
and  Sword,  come  and  fwccp  away  multitudes  before  their 
time,  when  a  people  are  become  wicked  overmuch.  And 
Particular  Judgments  do  hence  come  upon  Particular  per- 
fons,  whereby  they  were  cut  of  l^efore  their  Time,  There 
was  that  wicked  Er  and  his  wicked  brother  Onan  ^  did 
commit  abominable  uncicanefs  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
therefore  the  Lord  Jlew  them,  that  they  djfed  before  their 
Time,  fo  Nadab  md  Abihu  were  wicked  overmuch,  and 
fhere  went  out  fire  from  the  Lord  and  devoured  them, 
and  they  dyed  before  the  Lord.  Corah  his  complices 
wickedftefs  was  among them  and  in  their  dwellings^  and 
^as  the  Pfafmiil:  (alledging  to  that  very  Judgment )  fpcaketh 
Death  feifed  upon  them  and  they  '^ent  do^n  ejuicl^intohell, 

Pfal,  55.15.  Ananias  and  Saphira  were  wicked  overmuch 
when  they  committed  Sacriledg,  and  alfo  finned  and  lyed 
inaCHu  ch  AfTembly  where  there  is  a  fpecial  Prefence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  they  became  guilty  of  lying  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  wherefore  firlt  the  one  of  them  fell  down  and 
gave  up  the  Ghoft,-and  then  the  other,  and  thence  were 
both  cart  into  one  grave  and  this  before  their  Time.  The 
Scripture  is  full  of  awful!  inftances  to  this  Purpofe.  Again 
fomecimes  Gods  Vicegerents  are  improved  as  executioners^ 
of  his  wrath  and  Jurtice  upon  fuch  finners.  The  Magiftrate 
bearcth  not  the  fword  in  vain,  but  is  the  Minifter  of  God 
a  revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doth  evilL 
Hence  David  fpeaketh  faying,  I  will  early  deflroy  oLlthe 
yeickyd  of  the  Land^  that  I  may  cut  of  the  wicked 
doers  from  the  city  of  the  Lord,  Pfal.  110.8.  Twill  early 
deftroy  them,*  in  the  original  it  is,  in  the  morning  I  will 
dertroy  them ,  becaufe  in  thofe  Times  MalefaBors  were 
executed  in  the  morning-,  andthats  his  meaning,  that  He 
would  fee  execution  done  upon  Capital  Offenders,  Thus 
curfed  P^teity  was  cut  offby  the  hand  ofjurticc, 

^  ^  becaufe 


(6) 

feecaiife  of  tbe  Adunhr  which  their  Father  had  cofnmitcd, 
and  no  doubt  but  they  had  been  fotne  way  AccefTary ,  in 
iu  confencing,  or  approving,  or  not  duly  bearing  wicnefs 
againlt  that  iniquity. 

Sometimes  again  the  Lord  in  a  Judicial  way  givctK 
up  fuch  finners  to  the  Power  of  Satan,  and  their  own 
Corruptions,  fo  as  that  they  become  their  own  execu¬ 
tioners,  as  we  fe  in  fudas,  who  after  he  had  brought 
himfeif  under  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood,  went  to  rhe 
tialcer  to  let  out  his  wretched  foul, 

But  thus  much  mayfufficctobe  fpoken.  to  the  firfl  en¬ 
quiry,  we  come  to  the  feepnd  thing  propounded,  Namely, 
pvhat  overjTfich  vp'ick^dnefs  that  is  which  it  uftdalj  followejd 
Vchh  untimely  deaths  or  when  a  wan  may  he to  he  wicked 
overmuch  ? 

Anfw.  I.  when  he  dsth  maky  htwfelf  to  he  more  wicked 
than  ind  e  l  leJs,  e.  g,  W.hen  hedoth  falfly  accufe  himfeif 
to  be  guilty  of  this  or.  that  which  he  was  never  adually 
guilty  of.  There  are  fuch  wofulfoolifli  creatures  in  the 
world,  that  glory  in  their  ftiame,  and  take  a  pride  in 
faying  that  they  have  committed  this  or  that  abomination, 
which  yet  it  may  be  they  never  -  did  commit.  It  is  juft  with. 
God,  that  fuch  (hould  dy  before,  their  Time,  and  that  they' 
Oiould  be  dealt  with,  as  if.they  were  really  guilty  thereof; 
as  we  fc  in  the  inftance  of  that  Amalekite,  who  accufed  him. 
fclf  as  hiving  an  hand  in  Sauls  death.  It  is  ai  queftion 
whether  he  had  fo  really  or  no,  yet  inafmuch  as  he  accufed 
Himfeif,  David  condemned  him,  2  Sam  i.  16.  David  faid 
thy  hhod  he  upon  thy,  head  -^^for  thy  mouth  hath  teflified  againfi 
thee  faying^  I  have  flain  the  Lords  anointed.  So  when  any-  ‘ 
poor  creature  (hall  fay  that  he  hath  out-ftood  and  finned 
away  the  day  of  Grace,  albeit  the  Holy  Spirit  is  fecretly  ^ 
ftriving  with  him  ftill,  or  that  he  hath  finqed  againft  rhe 
Holy-Ghoft.  Or  that  his  bn  is  greater  than  the  mercy  God, 

As  Francis  Spir a  h\s  Apoftacy  uttered  fuch  a  def- 

perate  blafphemy  as  that  my  Jin  (faid  He)  is  greater  than 
the  mercy  of  God,  And  thus  it  was  with  dtfpairing  bloody 
Gain, .he  faid,  mine  ini^ nit j  id  greaterihan  can  h  fdr given, .  v 
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Cain  chats  a  Lye  Cain,  thy  fin  is  not  g-eaterclun  cac  be 
forgiven.  Some  have  obferved  that  Cains  Defperation  and 
blafpheraV,  was  a  greater  evil  than  his  Mmthtr  was, when 
he  Wd  the  innocent  blood  of  his  own  Brother.  And 
indeed  defpair  layeth  the  Foundation  for  all  exccfs  in  wic- 
kednefs  it  maketh  men  to  become  no  better  than  devils 
incarnate-  and-  caufeth  them  to  dye  before  their  Time, 
witnefs  Judas  who  in  defpair  hanged  Hmfelf;  And  have 
not  wee  in  our  dayes  known  or  heard  of  many  rufull 

inftances  of  that  Kind  .  r 

2  when  a  nxtnlhall  become  gmltj  of  fneh  fns  as  art  of  a 
very  hainons  nature,  then  he  may  he  (aid  to  be'^tckeaovermttch. 
There  are  Scarlet  fins,  Crimfon  abominations  whxh  the 
Heavens  blulh  to  behold  There  are  bloody  htmers 
whofe  fouls  lye  bleeding  under  Prodigious  guile,  even  fuch 
as  have  been  guilty  of  evils;  that  by  the  Law  of  God  and 
roan  are  Capital  Crimes,  thefe  are  they  that  have  been 
rrieked  overmuch,  to  mention  onely  one  or  two  Cnme^ 

is  a  great  and  horrid  wickednefs,  and  fo  Capital 

as  that  whoeveT  hath  been  guilty  of  it,  may  in  no  cafe 
be  pardoned  by  man.  Numb.  35.  30  31.  ff'kofi  KtUeth 
‘miverfon  the  murtherer  Ihall  he  put  to  death,  moreover  they 
fdu  take  no  fatisfamon  for  the  life  of  a  murtherer  whtebts 
Guilty  o}death,  hut  He  /hall  he  furely  put  to  death.  And  they 

rfiatha/e  been  guilty  of  this  I'tforethar 

O  God  [halt  hnng  them  dovsn  to  ^  f  lUaj  and 

deceit f ull .  men  fhould  not 

is  thought  bv  fomc  that  Cam.  (who  was  the  firlt  murtherer 

amongfi  men)  dyed  before  his  Time.  1  he  Jews  have  a 

Si^on  that  Lamech  killed  Cain  and  a  young  man  that  was 

w  ?1  rhunting  in  the  woods;  To  this  purpofe  fome  under- 

rim  Dlace  four  verfion  doth  evidently  favor  that  In-  R. 

\  Apn  A.  2a  24  ' /.amech  (aid,  I  have /lain  a 

rerorecation)  ^en.  4.  23. >  »  -r  A  '  l  ‘ii 

j  A  youM  man  to  my  hurt ^tf  Cam  hg 

mantomi  wounding,  J  u.,,,, 

\  r  -fnl/i  Ctdreh  Lamcch  [event j  and  [even  fold,  Howt 

ISi&ScfS&.ao*  «fiv  f«  4irpof. 
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they  who  have  taken  away  the  lives  of  others  by  violence,' 
{hail  thcmfelves  dy  a  violent  and  .bloody  death.  Joab  mur- 
thcred  Abner  and  Amafa,  and  He  (chough  an  old  man)  dyed 
before  his  Time,  He  that  had  fhed  the  blood  of  others,  his  . 
own  blood  was  flied  for  h  at  laft  .  Joafli  confpired  againft 
Zachariah  and  honed  him  with  ftones,  and  afterwards,  His 
o^  n  ftrvants  Confpired  a^ainft  him  and  [lew  him. 

Many  Other  Inftances  are  recorded  in  the  Scripture,  and  in 
humane  writings  all  confirming  the  Truth  of  this.  Yea  God 
from  Heaven  doth  ufually  Purfue  this  fin,  with  fpeciall  fignal 
Teftimonies  of  his  Righteous  difpleafure.  Hence  the  Lord 
hath  ftrange  wayes  to  difeover  this  fin.  Rather  then  the 
Murderer  (hall  not  be  found  out,  the  Heaven  (hall  reveal 
his  iniquity  and  the  Earth  (hall  rife  up  againft  him.  How 
often  have  the  fowls  of  Heaven,  and  the  duuab  creatures  of 
the  earth  brought  Murder  to  Light  ? 

Theftoryis  ancient  and  famous  concerning  BeJJtu  who 
had  murdered  his  own  Father ;  and  fometime  after  the 
plmarch.  fwallows  making  a  noife  in  the  chimney  as  it  is  the  manner 
of  chofe  birds  to  doe.  His  guilty  Confcience  was  afraid  they 
had  told  of  him ,  whereupon  he  goech  to  kill  the  fwallows, 
and  being  asked  the  reafon,  why  (fafth  he)  the  fwallows  doe 
nothing  but  fay  Bcffm  hath  Killed  hu  Father^  Bejfus  hath 
Killed  his  Father^  whereby  he  was  fufpefted,  and  upon 
examination  confefTed  the  faft. 

It  is  alfo  ftoried  of  a  fouldier  belonging  to  King 
that  being  flain,  a  dog  which  he  had,  could  by  no  means  be 
Clarks  Exam*  enticed  from  the  dead  body,  but  the  King  coming  by,  he 
pies  Yol.  I.  fawned  upon  him  as  it  were  craving  help  at  bis  hands ,  where- 
p.xjo.  upon  He  caufed  all  his  army  to  pafs  by  in  order,  and  when 
thtmurtherers  came  the  dog  flew  fiercely  upon  them,  and 
then  fawned  upon  the  King,  the  fouldjers  hereupon  exami¬ 
ned,  confefT-d  the  Murthrr,  and  received  condign  Punifli- 
ment.  Many  other  Inttanccs  to  this  Purpofe  I  could  produce, 
but  I  foi  bear. 

Again,  Rehtllion  is  a  Crime  which  they  that  are  guilty  of, 
wicked  overmuch.  When  Inferiours  £hall  wickedly  rife 
up  againll  Suptffiours.  When  Subjefts  (hall  in  a  way^ 

Rebel- 
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Rcbelliofl  rife  up  igainft  the  Authority  which  the  Lord  hath 
fet  over  them,  fuch  often  dy  before  their^  Time,  Hence 
Chrift  faith  ,  All  they  that  taks  the  fword  [hall  ^erijh  with 
the  fmrd  Math.  26.52.  that  is  to  fay  they  that  take  up  the 
fword  in  a  way  of  Rebellion  againft  Lawfull  Authority.  That 
Dodor  Gamaliel  in  the  fpeech  he  made  in  the  Council  taketh 
notice  of  two  example*  concerning  this.  Ads.  5.  36, 37. 
Thenhas  hoaflinghimfelf  to  he  fowebodj^  to  whom  a  number  cf 
men  ,  about  four  hundred  jojned  themfclves^  tvas  /lain,  and  aM 
as  many  as  obeyed  him  were  [cat ter ed,  and  brought  to  nought^ 
after  tbid  man  rofe  up  Judas  of  Gallilee^  and  drew  away  much 
People  after  him  ,  he  alfo  pert/hed,  and  all  even  as  many  as  O- 
heytd  him  ^ere  difierfed.  So  when  Servants  (hail  rife  up  in  Re¬ 
bellion  againfl:  their  Matters,  it  is  a  wicked  thing,  where¬ 
fore  even  Jezebel  could  fay.  Had  Zimri  Pease  who  flew  his 
JH  after  2.  K^n.  9.  3 1.  After  he  had  Jlain  his  Ad  after  had  he 
peaCein  his  own  Confeience  f  Did  he  Profper  after  that  day.? 
Did  not  the  hand  of  God  follow  him  till  he  himfeif  was  llain  ? 
Had  Zimri  Peace  who  flew  his  Ad  after} 

So  when  children  (hall  rebell  againft  their  Parents,  their 
wickednefs  is  exceffively  great.  And  fuch  Children  doe  ufu- 
1  allydy  before  their  Time ^  witnefs  the  fifth  Commandment 
where  it  is  faid,  Honour  thy  Father  and  thy  Ado t her,  that  thy 
dajeSy  may  be  long  upon  the  Land  which  the  Lord  thy  God giveth 
thee.  Therefore  they  that  break  this  Commandment  may 
exped  that  their  dayes  fhall  not  be  long,  hut  they  ft?alldye 
Ixe fore  their  Time,  We  fee  it  in  Abfolora,  He  was  a  rebel¬ 
lious  Child,  and  what  came  of  him?  was  he  not  hanged 
atlaft?  and  three  darts  thrutt  through  his  heart  while  he 
was  yet  alive.  And  T  ravellers  report  that  in  the  fame  Place 
where  Abfolom  was  buried,  there  is  now  a  vatt  heap  of  ttones, 
which  is  come  to  pafs  by  this  meanes,  it  is  Cuttomary  for 
every  one  that  pafTerh  by  that  Place,  to  throw  a  ftone  upon 
Abfolom  ufing  t^efe  words,  Thus  (hall  tt  be  done  to  the  fan 
thu  rebels  againft  hts  Father fhall  it  be  done  to  the  child 
th.iC  rifech  up  ag  linft  his  Paren'’S. 

2.  fphen  a  man Jhal  multiply  Tranfgreffton  then  he  may  ^ ft 
{aid  to  be  wiehtd  overmuch,  wh  e  n  he  flw  ii  commit  the  fa  me 
1  over 
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ove^  and  over  again.  Once  is  too  much  ,biit  many  Times  is 
cvermnch  ifidttd,  Ecclef.  8.iz-  Though  a  finnir  do  evill  att 
hundred  times,  Alas  there  is  many  a  (inner  that  hath  done 
fo,  He  hath  made  himfelf  drunk  an  hundred  Times ^  He  hath 
been  unclean  and  abominable  in  che  fightof  God  an  hundred 
Times y  He  hath  lyed  againft  his  confcience  m  hundred  Times ^ 
then  he  hath  been  ^ick^d  overmuch.  So  when  a  vile  creature 
(hill  adde  Jin  to  fin,  as  the  Prophet  cornplainech  ©fthem, 
Ifai.  30. 1.  When  he  (hall  adde  new  tranfgreffions  to  old  fins, 

(ins  of  age  to  fins  of  youth,  later  to  former  iniquities.  Whac 
faith  the  Scripture?  1  Pet.  4.  3.  the  Time  of  our  life  may 
[uffice  us  to  have  wrought  the  of  the  gentile Sy  when  we  walr, 
kedin  lafeivioufnefsy  lufls^  excefs  of  ^ine,y  retellings y  banquetings 
&c.  Therefore  when  a  finner  (hall  adde  new  debts  to  the  old 
fcore,  it  is  more  than  fufficethy  that  is  to  fay,  He  is  kicked  over^  , 
much,  .  ^  • 

3.  They  that  are  incorrigible  in  the  wajes  of  fin^  are  wic^^ 
ked  overmuch.  Who  fin  againft  all  meanes  that  can  be  ufed  to 
reclaim  them.  There  are  (uch  finners  as  do  difpife  all  means, 
they  will  take  no  warning.  Though  God  himfelf  fpeaketh 
to  them  by  awful  I  Providences,  taking  fome  and  hanging 
them  up  before  their  eyes,  yet  they  will  go  on  ftill  in  their 
trefpaffes.  And  though  they  that  are  the  Lords  vicege¬ 
rents  on  earth,  do  eftabfifh  and  execute  fevere  and  righteous 
Laws,  and  put  fin  and  finners  to  (hame,  yet  they  ftill  conti¬ 
nue  to  tranfgrefs  againft  the  Lord.  This  doth  evidence  a 
defperately  wicked  man.  It  is  fpoken  concerning  a  man 
that  is'beyond  meafure  wicked,  that  he  doth  run  upon  the  thicks 
boff€s]of  the  Buchfer  of  the  Almighty  Job.  U5*  Wnat  is 
the  Buckler  of  the  Almighty?  It  is  the  Word  of  God, 
And  what  are  the  thick  Bojfes  of 'that  Buckler?  They  are 
the  threatnings  and  fandions  annexed  to  thar  Word.  When 
finners  (hall  tranfgrefs  in  a  Land  where  there  are  La  ws  efta- 
blilhed  and  regulated  according  to  ithe  Word  of  G  jd,  and 
thofe  Laws  faithfully  executed,  they  run  themfelves  upon  the 
thicl^Boffes  of  te  Buckler  of  the  Almightjy  and  therefore  are  I 
defpereacly  wicked.;:  And  there  are  that  fin  againft  the  light  I 
pfthe  Gofpd  and  reproofs  adminiftred  in  the  Word  and  I 

. . .  ■  "  'Name  ‘  I 
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Name  of  Gcd.-  fuch  are  Kv'kked  avermuih^  have  caufeto 

dje  ye ftre  their  T^ime,  wicnefs  that  awful 
fcripcure  Prov.  29.  \.He  that  often  reproved  hardnet 

kfsmck  ,  {hall  fuddenljbe  deftroyed,  and  that  ^ithoHt  remedy. 

And  there  are  that  defpife  reproofes,  inftruCTions,  admoni¬ 
tions,  exhortations,  privately  adminiftred  in  Pamilyes,  by 
maliers,  Parents-,  fuch  are  alfo  wicked  overmuch^  and  do  orten 
dy  before  their  Time.  Witnefs  the  fons  of  Eli,  of  whome  JC 
is  faid,  theyharhned^not  to  the  voice  of  their  father,  becaufe  the 
Lord  woM  flay  them  I  Sam,  %.  25.  Doth  thy  Father  give 
thee  good  counfel  ?  but  wilt  thou  not  harken  to  him  .  is 
is  a  flgn,  that  the  Lord  will  fay  thee.  Remember  thofe  proud 
and  profane  young  men,  the  fons  of  Eli,  they  regarded  noc 
wh«t  thdr  Father  faid  to  them,  and  therefore  they  dyed  be¬ 
fore  their  Time.  Thiscomethof  noc  harkningto  the  voice 

of  a  Father.  . 

<.  They  that  mind  nothing  hut  this  world  and  the  vamtyes 

andlufs  thereof  are  wi^ed  overmuch.  Even  they  that  live 
like  Ath.hs  without  God  in  the  world.  And  this  laft  Parti¬ 
cular  fuits  with  the  fcopeofthis  Context  For  as  they  are 
righteous  overmuch  pretence  cf  Religion 

their,  particular  Callings,  fo  they  are  inched  ^  niimurn  com* 

neglvA  duties  of  Religion,  out  of  refpeft  to 

are  that  live  in  a  continual  negled  of  God  &  of  the.r  ownfou Is  goo, s  (ecu, ^ 

and  Salvation.  Hence 

the  family,  no  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  no  Meditation,  no  j,j., 

felf-examination.  How  do  men  lire  as  ifthere  were  no  world  pc,p„u6iin. 
but  this,  as  ifthere  were  no  God  to  ferve,  and  they  had  no  rrcru,»,  t 
fouls  to  fave.?  Certainly,  all  fuch  are  ^  anim"  ,rr“ 

And  thus  have  wee  done  with  the  fecond  thing  prop  m  ergi- 

ded  in  order  to  the  cleering  of  the  DoBrine  before  us.  Wee  ,ar,5.  n. 
come.to  the  third  Particular  ,  viz.  to  enquire  into  the  Rea-  tra  illis 

fons  of  this  Dodaine,  r.kj  G.U  m  his  f  raeTrt  .  i  mil' 

ten  times  fodifpofe  as  that  an  mtimelj  death  fhall  he  the  portten  (l,mi,ire. 
efhtm  that  hath  keen  Veicl^ed  overmuch  !  Ucic.r  n  Lo- 

For  Anfwer,  we  lhall  onely  mention  two  Reajons,  cum. 

.  Lord  doth  this  that  he  may  manifejl  his  right eout 

dij' 
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diffk^fure  a^alnflfift  Hebr.  i.  15.  He  ts  of. purer  eyes  than  td 
hehold  evilly  and  cannot  look^on  initjuitj,  that  is  to  fay  with 
approbation  or  without  deteflation  and  indignation  againfl 
fin.  TheblelTtd  Holy  God  doth  bear  an  infinite  deteltacion 
and  indignation  againft  fin.  Hence  he  le^ytth  Afar^  of  his 
dijflcafure  upon  the  (inner,  as  God  fet  a  »24r^upon  Gains 
forehead,  fo  he  fees  a  nsarl^of  difpleafure  upon  notorious 
Tranfgrcffors.  Yea  foraccimes  when  he  forgivetb  the  (in, 
yet  he  doth  vi(it  with  Temporal  vengeance,  that  fo  the  world 
may  fee  that  (in  is  odious  and  abominable  in  the  (ight  of 
God.  Hence  fuch  (inners  as  the  Tcjtc  fpcaketh  of,  mnfi 
dyt  before  their  7“ ime» 

Reaf  2.  That  fo  others  may  thereby  be  warned  and  deterred  from'- 
the  Ccmmijfion  of  the  like  evills^  Thus  it  was  \yith  Lots 
wife,  (he  dyed  before  her  Time,  that  fo  others  might  be 
warned  by  her  example  ,  to  beware  of  becoming  guilty  of 
the  fame  fin,  which  (he  was  fo  awfully  punifhed  for.  there¬ 
fore  Chrift  (aid  to  hi§  difciples,  Luke.  17.  32.  Remember  Lots 
wife,  meaning  fo  remember  her,  as  that  you  may  for  ever  I 
take  heed  of  doing  as  flic  did.  She  was  turned  into  a  pillar  ' 
of  fait,  that  others  might  be  feafoned  thereby  and  prefer  ved 
from  the  like  cvill,  God  is  wife  and  wonderful!  in  his  Pro¬ 
vidences,  and  knoweth  how  to  order  the  death  of  two  or 
three  fo  as  to  prevent  the  deftrudion  of  many  thereby^. 
Hence  he  hath  appointed  that  Jufiice  (hall  be  executedin  a 
folcran  way,  upon  Capital  offenders,  that  Others  may  hear 
and  fear,  and  none  may  do  any  more  fo  wickedly.  We  find 
the  Lord  himfelf  giveth  this  Reafon  of  this  matter.  Deut*  1 3. 

8,9, 1 1..  Thou /halt  not  hearken  unto  him  ,  neither  Jhal I  thine  ejtx 
pitty  him,  neither  [halt  thou  [pare,  but  thou /halt  furely  Kill 
kirn  •,  and  ail  Ifrael  fhaU  hear  and  fear  and  /ball  dae  no  mere  tiny 
fuch  wickednefs  as  this  is  among  you. 

Wee  come  now  to  Apply  this  Dodrine.  There  are  two 
Ufes  to  be  infi(ied  on,  i.  Byway  of  InfiruHion  or  Inform 
wathn,  2.  of  Exhortation  , 

I..  By  way  of  Information,  Inf.  i.  TVe  may  fee  by  thif^  . 
that  fin  id  the  greatefi  folly  in  the  ^oAd.  Well  might  Solomon 
fay  asTnthefcxCjW^VA^rii^  For  tofin  and  doo 
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fvickedly  is  the  gf  eauft  foolilhnefs  that  ever ;was  or  can  be^ 
Sin  IS  a  departure  from  the  Rukof  ,Wifdome.  For  a  man 
to  part  with  his  life  for  nothing,  it  not  that  monftrous  folly  f 
And  thus  doth  a  wretched  (inner  doc.  Mens  fins  are  unfruit- 
full  works  of  darknefs.  What  Profit  had  you  of  thofe  things 
whereof  ye  are  now  afliamed  ?  Sin  is  the  moft  unprofitable 
thing  in  the  world.  It  is  good  for  nothing,  neither  for  body, 
nor  foul,  nor  name,  nor  eftate,  but  brings  death  and  ruin 
upon  all.  A  man  by  fin(efpecia!ly  fome  fins)  loofeth  his  Name. 
A  wound  and  difnonour  doth  be  get,  and  a  reproach  that 
that  fhall  not  be  wiped  away.  And  he  lofcth  his  life,  and 
that  before  theTime  as  the  Text  fheweth-  yea  and  without 
repentance  will  loofe  his  foul  for  ever*  Prbv.t.  36.  Hee  that 
finneth  againf  me  wrongs  his  own  foul.  The  Iwpcnitfent  (inner 
brings  ruin  upon  his  own  foul.  Therefore  (in  is  folly,  and 
and  the  more  (infull  thetborc  foolifb.  The  grcatell  Sinners 
arc  the  greateft  Fooles  in  all  the  world.  Wherefore  it  iS 
fa  id  Eccl9.  3.  The  Heart  of  the  fins  of  men  is  ^ull  of  evilly 
ntadnefs  is  in  their  Heart  while  they  live,  and  after  mat  they  go 
to  the  dead.  Yea  to  the  Damned  I  O  what  horrible  madnefs 
is  it,  for  any  man,  that  fo  he  may  enjoy  the  picafurcs  of  (in 
forafeafon,  to  venture  eternall  damnation  of  his  prccioui 
end  imraortall  foul  ?  - 

Infer.  2.  It  followeth  from  hence,  that  Jhortnefs  of  dajes 
is  in  it  felf  a  judgment.  For  it  is  threatned  as  a  Puniftmenf 
of  wickednefs.  It  is  a  fruit  of  (in  and  of  the  curfe.  If  Adam 
had  not  finned  there  would  have  been  no  (hort  lives,  none 
of  his  POftcrity  ihould  have  had  their  lives ibortned.  And  in 
the  times  of  the  Reftitution  of  all  things,  when  the  Curfe 
ihallbercmovedjit  willnocbeai  at  this  day.  Rev. ‘21,  4. 
There  Jhall  be  no  more  death.  To  be  furc  there  fhall  be  rio 
more  fuch  untimely  death  as  our  eyes  doc  with  fadnefs  be¬ 
hold  this  day.  Look  as  long  life  is  in  it  felf  a  bleffing,  and 
therefore  is  Promifed  as  fuch  in  the  Scripture  Pfaii.  91.  i6, 
with  long  life  will  I  f^isfie  him,  Prbv,  4.  ib,  RecePot^ 
fapngs,  and  the  years  of  thy  life  (ha\l  be  many,  and  16.  27. 
The  fear  of  the  Lord  proiongeth  dayes.  Whatever  any*  true 
bcleivcr  hath  done  orfuffered  for,  or  according  to  the  will 
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tof  <5ad[,  whilft  h€  was  ifi  the  world,  fliall  come  in  upon  the 
account  at  ^he  lail  and  great  day,  a  glorious  reward  ot  mercy 
fiiall  be  given  for  it,  thence  is  it,  fo  great  a  mercy  to  live  long. 
So  on  the  other  hand,  iho  c  li'e  is  a  great^judgment ,  and  is 
oft.cn' threacned  as  fuch  in  the  Scripture*  Prov.  lO.  27,  The 
je^rs  of  the  yoick^^JhaR  he  fhortned,  Ecclef.  8.13,  Neither 
Jhaft  ht  frolong  his  daj/es,  And  it  is  mentioned  as  an  heavy  Im^ 
prec-ition.  Pfai ,  109.  8,  Let  his  dayes  he  few,-  For  when  a 
wicked  man  dyeth  (dying  in  his  fins)  He  is  undone  for  ever, 
when  once  his  body  is  gone  do^n  into  the  fit  of  the  grave,  and 
\i\%ioyj\\sgonedo^nmothe  fitf>i  etecnall  daijknefs,  He  can- 
|toc  hope  for  the  mercy  of  God,  He  cannot  hope  for  the  par¬ 
don,  of  his  fia,  He  cannot  hope  for  the  falvacion  of  bis  fo  ul-, 
Therefore  fliOFt  life  is  in  it  fcif  a  Judgment.  Onely  as  to  the 
elcA  of  God,  k  is  turned  into  a  mercy.  As  afflidions  are  in 
(themfcires.  evill  and  fruits  ofthe  curfe,  but  to  btleivers  they 
become  the  greateft  bleffings.  So  an  untimely  death  is  in  ic 
fdf  a  great  evill,  but  to  one  chat  belongs  to  the  eledion  of 
grace,  it  becometh  a  wonderfull  mercy^  for  it  hafiencth  his 
.cternall  hapinefs  and  glory. 

Infor.  3.  Hence  it  likfwife  foRo'^eth  that  Righteoufnefs  if 
^he  ^aj  to  obtain  longlife .  If  wickednefs  bring  untimely  death, 

Righteoufnefs  will  deliver  from  death.  There  is  no  righ¬ 
teous  nian>  but  ihall  live  in  this  world  fo  long  as  Hfe  (halt 
be  good  for  him  to  enjoy. 

But  fomc  one  will  fay,  do  we  not  fee  that  good  men  dy# 
when  they  arc  young  as  well  as  others  ? 

Anfw,  Very  true.  As  there  are  (brae  that  are 
tee  ^  wicked  to  live  long^  So  there  are  others  that  are  toes 
fSood  to  live  long‘d  in  fuch  an  evill  wretched  world  as  this  i 
jferoboams  godly  fon,  dyed  in  his  youth.  Jofiah  a  moft  emi¬ 
nent  fervant  of  the  Lord,  dyed  in  themiddeft  ofhis  dayes. 
’E  ]Och  thoi^h  thebeft;  man,  andthebeft  minifter  of  God, 
.tp  all  the  wor^hf  in  bis  time,  was  taken  out  ofthe  world 
before  he  had  i  liW  half  foibng  as  men  in  thofe  dayes  were 
Wunc  to  live,  but  then  it  would  not  be  good  for  them  to  live 
any  longer,  God  is  onely  wife  and  faithful!,  and  therefore  he 
tak-th  his  fervants  ta  hiaifeli,  when  be  fetch  chatiife  will  not 
^  [?£  ^  -  IJciidcs 
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Befides,  a  man  may  live  long  in  a  little  Time.  \Ic  i§  feid,  th 
child Ih dll  dye  an  hundred  years  old,  Ifai.  65.  20,  Thougha 
child  in  refped  of  years,  yet  he  (hail  have  the  grace,  and 
gravity,  the  wifdome  and  knowledge  of  a  man  that  hath 
lived  an  hundred  years.  And  indeed  that  is  mod  defirahie- 
It  is  in  many  refpeds  a  great  mercy  to  be  freed  from  the  pre-  M’* 
vailing  infirmityes  of  old  age,  and  therefore  to  live  long  in  t^ns  Epiftlc 
a  little  time  ismoft  defirabie.  As  I  remember  Mr.  Cottan  befrreMr 
'  in  an  Epiflle  which  he  hath  PrefiKed  to  one  of  Mr.  Nortons 
Bookes,  taketh  notice  ifit,  with  reference  to  Dr. 
that  it  was  h^  conflant  defire  afcEiation  and  ex frejjien^  that 
he  might  live  long  in  a  little  Time^  and  the  Lord  grafted iMn 
the  defire  of  his  heart  therein.  Some  live  lOr^ejf^jh^fcVen 
years,  then  others  doe  in  ten  times  feven  years,  they  doe^ 
more  for  God  and  more  for  his  People  in  feven  years  then 
others  do  in  twenty,  forty,  thrccfcore,  or  in  fourfeore  years. 

Moreover,  that  proraife  of  long  life  will  be  fulfilled  to  the 
righteous  in  the  life  to  come.  As  indeed  all  promifes  (and 
threatuings  too)  arc  fully  accompliflicd  in  the  world  to-comf. 

There  the  righteous  (hall  live  for  ever,  Ic  was  ..promifed  to 
to  Chrift,  that  he  ftould  be  fatisfied  with  long  life.  Pfifi.  91. 

&  the  laft.  And  that  he  (hould  prplong  hu  d^yesi  Ifai.  5 i©. 

Yet  we  know  that  Chrift  was  r\ot  in  this  world  muclo  above  j  .c 
two  and  thirty  years.  How  then  did  he  frohng  hsd  dayenf 
In  the  other  world  hts  dayes  ztt  prolonged  to  etein  ty^  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Sc'^ipture  Pfal.  21.  4,  He  asked  hfe  of  thee  ^  sued 
thou  gave  ft  it  him^  length  of  dayes  for  ever  and  ever, 

life.  2.  Let  k  he  ^  word  of  Exhortation  .  i.  Here  is  a 
gencrall  word  of  exhortation,  2.  Mpre  Particular. 

I.  Let  us  all  he  exhorted  to  make  \a  right  Improvement -of 
fuck  aw  full  Providences  as  the  T ext  Jpeaks  of.  There  is  fuch 

a  providence  before  «s  this,  day,  which  hathoccafion<d  me 
to  fpeak.fr 0111.  thefe  words  .this  Tim^  Fdr  truly:!  tbink 
God  would  npt  jliaye  us  fuffer  fuch  (ol.ehirtawfuH  Provideir.ci;$ 
jtbefe  to  pafs  away  ly^hout  taking  fpQciall  notice  Of  them, 

^0  making  foraegopd  Improvement  theCeof.  :  :  ' 

,  -Vpu  will  fay,  iut  what  nfie  Jheuld  ^r  maks  of  this  dwfud 

I  r  . 
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AnAv.  It  JhouU  caufe  us  humhlj  io  reftcB  upon  eur'  mn 
Vile  nAtnres,  Have  we  been  kept  from  the  like  evills  that  others 
have  been  guflcy  of }  No  thanks  to  our  own  hearts,  for  wee 
have  the  fame  nature  that  they  have,  and  if  God  had  given 
us  up  to  our  own  hearts  lufts,  wee  fliouid  have  been  as  bad 
as  they,  or  as  any  of  the  children  of  men,  that  ever  were  in 
the  world.  ‘  Wherefore  the  Apoftle  in  the  third  Chapter  to 
the  Romanes,  difeourfing  of  the  Rate  of  men*  by  nature, 
faith  Their  feet  are  fwift  to  flied  hlcod  v.  1 5.  Why  Js  every  natu¬ 
ral  man  a  Murderer  f  Truly, he  hath  a  Murderers  heart  with¬ 
in  him,  and  he  would  quickly  died  blood.  He  would' lidually 
Commit  Murder^  if  God  did  not  reftrain  him.  How  (hoald 
-this thought  humble  us,  and  make  us  vile  in  our  own  eyes  ?  ’ 
As  I  Remember  it  is  noted  concerning  that  blcffcd  Martyr, 
that  if  he  did  hear  of  any  that  were  condemned  or  accufed  on  • 
.  the  account  of  Witcher  aft,  Murder,  Robberies  or  any  other 
Impiety,  He  would  fmite  upon  his  bread  and  fay,  In  this 
hreafi  of  mine,  is  that  which  would  have  caufed  mee^  to  have  hen 
guilt j  of  the  fame  evilly  if  the  Grace  of  God  had  not  prevented 
met.  Andie  is  recorded  of  one  of  the  Arcients,  that  he  was 
never  told  of  any  great  wickednefs  committed  by  others,  but 
k  did  him  fonac  Good, it  made  him  the  more  didruftfull  of  his 
own  Hearty  Hcc  Would  fay  Ille  heriy  tu  hodicy  ego  eras,  Hee 
committed  that  fin  yedcrday,thou  diddeft  commit  the  fame  fin 
to  day,  and  I  (hall  commit  it  to  morrow  if  the  ^  Grace  of 
God  do  not  redrain  and  prevent  mee. 

2.  Another  Ufe  which  we  (hould  make  of  this  Awfull 
Providence  is.  To  confder  fadlf ''Whether  there  bt  not  fame  prr- 
V ailing  evill,  that  the  Lord  doth  hereby  rebuki  and  fek  to  hum^ 
hie  Hi  for:  I  fear  there  is  fuch  an  evil  1,  I  mean  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  wofull  bfeaches  of  tht  fifth  Commandment  which  arc 
to  be  found  amongd  us.  This  is  a  prevailing  evill,  wee  may 
fee  it  every  whcrc^  How  do  Inferiors  rife  up  againd  Supe¬ 
riors  f  Look  into  the  Commonwealth,  and  wee  (hall  find 
xk^iMagifirates  arc  nOt  honoured  and  acknowrledged  in 
their  places  as  ought  to  be.  Look  into  Churches,  and  how 
dbfome  cafryit  there,  as  if  that  Scripture  were  Apocrypha 
tycn  tb^t  Scripture  Hebv  13. 17.  where  it  is  faid  obey  them/ 
l  ^  .  -  . .  $h^( 
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that  have  tht  rule  ever  jouy  and  fulmlt  jour  (dves,  for  thij 
at ch  for  your  fouls ^  Look  into  Schools,  and  how  doc  Chil¬ 
dren  contemn  and  difpife  and  difobey  their  maflcrs  contrary 
to  the  fifth  C ommandment  ?  Look  into  Families,  and  Q  whac 
difobedienc  Children  ?  O  what  unruly  fervants  may  we  find 
there?  Nay,  Look  into  the  ftreets,  and  there  we  may 
obferve  f  l  have  fometimes  btheld  it  not  altogether  without 
grcif  and  fliame)  the  child  behaving  himfelf  proudly  againfl: 
the  Ancient,  and  the  bafe  againft  the  Honourable:  fo  chat  in 
this  rcfpedl  N era- England  is  in  a  great  meafure  become  de¬ 
generate  from  the  good  manners  of  the  Chriftian  world. 
If  there  be  any  prevailing  iniquity  in  New-England  this  is  it. 
And  therefore  no  marvel!  that  fuch  an  awfull  Providence  doth 
come  to  rebuke  and  humble  us,  that  fervants  have  con- 
fpired  together  to  K«il  their  Mafter.  There  hath  been  no 
fuch  deed  done  or  feen  in  our  Ifracl  before  now.  And  mark 
what  I  fay,  Ifever  A’^^>p-jE';3'^/rf;?^^bcdeftroycd,  this  very  fin 
of  difobedicnce  to  the  fifth  Commandment  will  be  the  ruinc  of 
this  Land. 

3.  Another  Ufeweefliould  make  of  this  Providerce,  is 
to  beware  of  thofe fins  which  do  often  times  end  in  untimely  death. 
Pride  is  one  of  thofe  fins.  Corah  w^s  a  Proud  man.  He  could 
not  bear  to  be  fubjedt  to  that  order  neither  in  Church  nor 
Gommonwcalth,  which  God  had  appointed,  and  Bee  dyed  not 
the  common  death  of  all  men,  Haman  was  exceeding  proud  and 
highminded,  and  his  pride  brought  him  to  the  Gallows  ac 
Jaft.  But  what  need  wee  goe  far  for  examples  ?  One  of  thefc 
poor  condemned  Creatures  that  is  here  fianding  before  the 
Lord  this  day,-  faith  that  he  thinks*  his  pride  hath  been  his 
ruinc.  I  asked  him  the  other  day  in  the  prifon,  what  fin 
k  was  that  he  thought  in  his  Confciencc  God  was  provoked 
with  him  for,  fo  as  to  leave  him  to  that  which  hath  brought 
him ,  under  this  condemnation^  He  told  me,  he  thought  ie 
was  for  his  Pride.  For  he  thought  much  of  it  that  fuch  anont 
AS  He  fhould  be  a  fertsanty  and  he  fome  times  ufed  fuch  ws>rds  at 
thefe ,  I  am  fiefh  and  blcod  as  well  as  my  Mafitr  and  therefort 
J  know  nor  eafon  why  my  Mafier  fbould  not  obey  me  as  well  ag 
1  obey  hint, .  Thus  aid  he  fay,  and  now  we  fee  what  his  Pride 
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.Browgtit  him  unto,  therefore  beware  of  that  fin. 

And  Idlenefs  is  a  fin  that  doth  bring  many  to  a  miferabic  end 
at  iaft.  It  was  one  of  thofe  (ins  which  caufed  thoufands  in 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  to  dj  before  their  Tim  in  a  dreadfull 
manner.  As  for  one  ofthefepoor  condemned  Creatures 
Jdlemfs  hath  been  his  bane.  He  would  not  diligently  fol¬ 
low  the  calling  which  he  was  fet  in,  but  lived  an  Idle  va¬ 
grant  life,  and  what  is  he  now  come  to  }  Therefore  beware 
of  that  fin. 

And  Difobedience  to  Parents  is  a  fin  that  is  often  punifiied 
with  untimely  death*  (as  was  partly  intimated  before  )  One 
of  thefe  that  arcto  be  executed  this  day,  doth  eonfefs  that 
his  difobedience  to  his  Parents  hath  provoked  the  Lord,  to 
bring  this  mifery  upon  him.  He  faith  that  when  he  was  a 
Child  his  Father  gave  him  good  Inftrudtions  and  prayed  for 
him,  but  he  regarded  it  not.  His  Father  would  have  had 
him  gone  to  school,  but  he  would  not.  His  Father  would 
have  had  him  gone  to  a  Trade  but  he  would  not-  And  after 
his  Father  was  dead,  he  would  not  be  fubjed  to  thofe  that 
had  the  care  and  charge  of  him,  but  ran  away  from  them, 
and  fince  that  from  time  to  time  hath  run  away  from  them 
that  have  been  his  Mafiers.  And  now  behold  what  all  this 
difobedience  hath  brought  him  unto.  All  you  difohedient 
children  that  are  here  before  the  Lord  this  day,  hearken  to 
the  Word  of  the  Lord,  There  is  a  Scripture  which  methinks 
fhould  ftrike  Terror  and  T  rembling  into  your  Souls,  It  is 
that  Prov.  30.  17.  The  eye  that  moc\eth  his  Father  and  defpi'^ 
feth  to  obey  his  Mother^  the  ravens  of  the  v  dley  fhall  picl^  it  out^ 
and  the  young  eagles  eat  it.  The  eye  that  mocketh  his  Father. 
Stubbornefs  and  contempt  is  to  be  feen  inthi?  eye,  therefore 
the  meaning  is,  that  he  that  is  flubborn  and  rebellious  againft 
his  Father,  (hall  be  fo  dealt  with.  Well,  a  father  hath  many 
limes  that  Wifdome  and  Authority  with  hfm^  t.fiat  the  child 
dare  not  difobey  him,  but  he  cafeth  npt  fot,his  Mother^ 
Therefore  it  is  added,  He  that  defpifeth  toohty  his  Mother,, 
You  Children  that  difobey  your  Mothers  hearken  to  thisj 
The  ravens  are  like  to  feed  upon  youj  that  is  to  fay  fuch  fin- 
iiic$  (hall  come  to  an  untimely  death,  and  it  may  be  not  havo 

.  ..  a  accent 
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a  decent  honourable  buriall.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  fuch  children 
will  come  te  die  Gallows,  and  be  hanged  up  in  Gibbets  tor 
the  ravens  and  eagles  to  feed  upon  them  if  they  will.  And  it  is 
greatly  do  be  obferved,  that  the  raoft  of  thofe  that  dy  upon 
the  Gallows,  do  confefs  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  difo^ 
bedicnce  to  Parents,  Yea  God  isfo  provoked  with  fuch 
wicked  children,  as  that  he  doth  fometiraes  leave  them  againft 
nature  to  dellroy  thcmfelresas  a  juft  Panifhmentof  unna- 
turall  difobedience.  There  was  an  awfull  example  of  this, 
which  hapned  in  this  Country  about  fifteen  years  agoe.  I 
was  not  my  felf  in  this  Land  at  that  time,  but  I  have  had  an 
account  of  it  from  thofe  that  knew  it.  A  young  man  drowned 
him fclf,  but  before  he  did  that,  he  left  a  writing  direded  to  , 
his  P\r»;her,  wherein  he  had  fuch  words  as  thefe,  O  Father^ 

J  httve  kspt  mj  foul  long  Oi  ever  I  could  ^  Aiy  ruine  the  Hartford  in 

fride' and  flubhornefs  of  my  tender  years ^  which  fhould  have  been  Coneteuu 

fetcht  out  with Jharp  correblton-^  and  evill  counfel  and  company 

hath  been  mj  undoing,  I  have  ajoung  brothtr  that  follows  my' 

fteps^  he  is  going  the  wide  '^ay  to  dejlruElion  ,  I  befeech  you  ta^ 

pains  with^  him  &  corrtB  him  as  m  counfel  himyhat  he  may’ 

not  be  undone  foul  and  body  as  well  as  /.  Words  to  this  pur- 

pofe,  did  that  periHiing  young  man  (though  the  fon  of  a 

Godly  Father)  write  when  he  was  going  into  eternity.  You 

difebedient  children  think  of  it ,  and  the  Lord  ftrike  it  home 

to  your  Hearts. 

Drunkennefs  alfo,  is  a  fin,  that  often  brings  thofe  that  are 
guilty  ofit  to  a  miferable  end  at  laft.  A  vile  creature,  it  may 
be  when  he  is  drunk ,  He  will  goe  and  drown  himfelf,  and 
his  foul  goe  down  into  eternall  darknefs  in  that  condition, 
or  he  will  commit  fome  horrid  fin,  for  which  the  fword  of 
Juftice  will  Cut  him  off.  When  he  is  drunk  He  will  commie 
Adulrety,  or  a  Rape  it  may  be.  Alafs  we  hear  that  fuch  a  vil- 
lany  hath  been  Committed  of  late,  in  a  Plantation  nor  far  off- 
Or  in  his  drink  Hee'le  Kill  a  man,  and  fo  aye  before  hu  Time^ 

Therefore  beware  of  chat  fin. 

And  CovetoHsnefsh  a  fin,  which  many  Times  brings  un¬ 
timely  death.  It  did  fo  upon  Achan.  The  Love  of  money  is 

xstheroot  ofalUvilL  Ibis  hath  occafioned  many  a  bloody 

•  - 
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j;rc  curb  unnatural  Mnrther.  tbc  ftory  is  faffloufly  known  of  a  man 
8  that  hisfon  having  been  many  years  abfcnc 

c^aib  the  bim  and  coming  home  with  a  Portmantue  full  of  fiivcr 
fame  flo^v  &  2^nd  Gold,  and  his  Parents  not  knowing  who  he  was,  for 
another  lik«  the  fake  of  his  money  confpirc  together  ,  and  in  the  night 
toir  inDr  time  cut  his  throat,  and  in  the  next  morning  when  they 
to^^he whom  they  had  Murtltnedy 
Theater  of  ^^cy  did  in  anguilh  and  horror,  both  of  them  dcflroy  them- 
Judgmcnij.  fclveS, 

P  71,71  And  there  is  a  Tragical  ftory  lately  printed,  of  a  profane 

young  man,  that'Ktlied  his  own  Mother  that  bare  him,  out 
viz.  Henry  of  hopes  that  wlun  (he  was  dead,  He  (hould  enjoy  Jter  eftate, 

.  Jones  who  was  pQj-  which  he  was  put  to  a  moft  drcadfull  Death,  weights  of 

Wonm^-iM^h  iron  and  ftonc  were  layed  upon  him  for  two  dayes  together, 
Wales  Ma\ch"  until  his  life  and  foul  were  prefted  out  of  his  body.  This 
zi.  icji.  was  was  done  juft  about  four  years  agoe.  There¬ 

fore  take  heed  and  beware  of  Covetoufnefs. 

Alfo  take  heed  of  giving  way  to  paffions,  revenge,  anger 
and  the  like.  Thcfe  two  condemned  creatures,  their  maftcr 
correfted  them,  and  as  they  thought  dealt  hardly  with  them, 
and  therefore  in  wicked  paflion,  wrath,  and  rage  they  would 
take  an  axe  and  knock  him  in  the  head ,  for  which  now  they 
muft  dye. 

Beware  alfo  of giving  way  to  Difcontents  and  fallen  'Mt* 
i4nchclj,  for  that  alfo  caufeth  fomc  to  dye  before  their  Time. 
There  is  a  lamentable  ftory  lately  Publifhed,  of  a  woman  that 
VIZ  Mm  pangs  of  Melancholy  difeontent  went  to  diftroy  b<r  fclf 
Cooke  who  fcveral  timcs,  but  was  by  the  Providence  of  God  prevented, 
wastxccutcd  but  afterwards  giving  way  to  thofc  Temptations,  and  not 
in  smi  h-ficld  herfelf  on  the  account  of  former  mifeariages, 

i^irchi  "  (he  embrewed  her  hands  in  the  blood  of  her  own  Child,  for 
^  tbc  which  (he  was  afterwards  executed,  near  to  the  place 
where  (he  had  committed  that  unnatural  Cruelty  and  Mur- 
thcr.  Therefore  let  us  beware  of  giving  way  to  the  diftem- 
pered  workings  of  our  own  fpirits. 

But  thus  for  the  word  of  General  Exhortation.* 

2.  Let  me  more  particularly  exhort,  thofe  thathMve.ifftt 
T^lfl^i^vsrmpfch,  You  thathayc  been  guilry  of  gre^t  (ins 

and 
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artJ  provocitlans  before  the  Lord,  0  R  tam  ia 

God  in  J(fm  Chrifi^  Return  Return  O  linners  return, 
return.  Scop  finners  1  flop,  goe  no  further.,  if  you  love 
your  lives  goe  no  further.  \\>kj  fhopild  jou  dye  before  jour 
Time  f  It  may  beReperrtance  may  five  your  Lives'  There 
have  been  fome  that  have  been  guilty  of  Capital  Crimes, 
yet  when  they  have  repented  and  turned  to  God  in 
Jefus  Chrifl:,  He  hi.th  covered  their  (ins,  that  the  world 
hath  never  krfown  of  th^m.  However  if  there  be  true  Re¬ 
pentance,  the  lives  of  your  fouls  fhill  be  faved.  In  fome 
cafes  Repentance  cannot  fir fl  death,  but  it  will 

alwayes  (  if  found  and  fincerc)  prevent  the  fcconi^  death. 

Oh!  then  Turn  to  God  in  Jefus  ChriT.  -  ^ 

And  I  would  apply  this  more  Particularly  unto  thefe 
poor  Guilty  Condemned  Creatures,  who  are  flandingin  was  bom  in 
thefolemn  Prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  whofe  naked  fools  the  THe  cf 
mufi:  by  and  by  appear  before  the  Lord  the  Judge  of  ail, 
to  receive  a  sentence  either  of  eternal  Life,  or  of  eternal 
Death.  Hearken  you  to  the  word  ofj  the  Lord  this  once,  vvasbnmin 
I  befcech  you  mind  what  I  fay,  becaufe  you  are  now  come  theiflerf 
unto  your  laft  hour.  It  may  be  there  are  many  here  this  day,  Orkney 
that  this  is  the  laR  Sermon,  that  ever  they  fhall  hear,  but  ^-otUnd. 
as  for  you  the  thing  is  Certain,  you  (hall  never  hear  ano¬ 
ther  Sermon*  and  therefore  let  thefe  words  fink  down  into 
your  Ears  and  Hearts. 

A  few  Confiderations  and  Dire^ions^  let  me  fpread  be¬ 
fore  you. 

Conlidcr.  I.  Thatjou  have  been  wickfd  overmuch.  The  fin 
which  you  are  now  to  dye  for  is  exceeding  great,  even 
Murder^  The  Scripture  faith  that  m  Murderef  hath  eternal 
life.  And  there  is  another  Scripture  that  faith,  that  Mur¬ 
derers  pj all  have  their  *Tart  in  that  Lake  which  burns  with 
fire  and  brim fi one  which  k  the  fecond  Death.  And  no  doubt 
you  have  been  guilty  of  many  other  Greivous  fins, 
which  have  provoked  the  Lord  to  leave  you  unto  the  Com- 
mifiion  of  this  htflb'id  Murther.  This  Murther  alfo  is 
exceedingly  aggravated  inrefpeft  of  the  per fon  whom  you 
have  Tlani,  even  your  M after,  O^how  have  you  rifen  up  in 

D  Rebellion 


(  22  ) 


.  jf.. 


Rcbdlion  againft  the  glorious  Image  of  God,  not  onelyin 
that  you  have  fhed  the  blood  of  a  man,  who  was  made 
after  the  Image  of  God,  but  fuch  a  man  as  had  peculiar 
Dominion  Over  you,  in  that  refpedl:  you  have  offered  fcar- 
fuil  violence  to  the  facred  Image  of  the  bleffed  God.  So 
that  you  have  tranfgreft  the  fifth  and Jixth  Commandments 
at  once  in'  the  higheft  degree  that  you  could  doe.  .And 
fince  your  Apprehenfion,  yea  Convidiion  and  Condem¬ 
nation  you  have  told  many  lies  (at  leaft  one  of  you,  it  is 
to  be  feared  both  of  you)  againff  your  Confciencc. 

2.  Confider  that  nova  yon  mufi  dje  before  your  Time,. 
efpecially  one  of  you,  a  poor  young  creature  that  hath 
hardly  lived  twenty  years  in  this  world,  and  muft  this  day^ 
be  turned  outofit.  Yea  both  of  you  dy  before  your  Time, 
you  might  according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature  have- 
lived  many  a  year.  You  muft  be  cut  of!  by  a  violent  and 
dreadfuil  death.  For  indeed  the  anger  of  the  Lord  would* 
fall  upon  this  whole  Country  where  your  fin  hath  been- 
committed,  if  you  fhould  be  fuffered  to  luve. 

3,  Confider,  That  there  Is  yet  a  fojfibility  for  yon  to  efi 
cafe  the  fecond death.  Though  your  fin  be  very  great,  yet 
God  can  pardon  it.  I  remember  a  paffage  concerning  a 

^  poor  creature  that  was  condemned  to  dye  for  wickednefs 
Ije  had  been  guilty  of  (I  the  rather  mention  it  becaufe  he 
S^e^hebook  Country  man  to  one  of  you)  but  when  he  was  in 
r.iika  he  Erifon  gave  good  Hopes  of  his  unfaigned  Repentance,  and 
Cyi  l-  g’he  when  he  came  to  the  place  of  execution,  He  had  this  ex- 
prefli.on,  Od  God  is  a  great  for  giver,  God  is  a  great  for  giver, 
fo  I  fay  to  you  in  his  Name,  the  Lord  is  a  great  Forgiver,  It 
is  his  Name  to  forgive  iniquity  Tranfgreflion  and  fin. 

Yea  and  He  hath,  (upon  deep  and  unfaigned  Repentance) 
forgiven  thofe -that  have  committed  this  fin  which  you  arc 
now  to  fuffer  for*  ManafTih  fhed  much  innocent  blood, 
yet  when  he  humbled  himfclf  greatly,  the  Lord  was  en¬ 
treated  for  him.  There  are  fome  in  Heaven  that  W'ere  once 
Bloody  finners.  David  was  delivered  f^Mg^  Blood gmltinefs,. 
Upon  his  Repentance  it  was  .faid  to  \^^The  Lord  hath 
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"put  AtvAi  thj  thou  fhp.lt  uct  dytyA-StO  fks  fiCond  dt^fh 
he  did  not  dye.  And  Saul  (  afterwards  Paul )  had  or  ca 
the  guile  of  blood  upon  him  ^  And  therdore  he  made 
his  Confeifion  before  the  Lord,  Saying,  trhm  th$ 

Hoed  of  .  thy  Steven  was  Jhed  ^  I  al/a  Vras  flanding 

and.  Ccnfenting  to  his  death.  Yec  when  he  did  repehc 
and  Turn  to  God  in  Jefus  Chrift,  God  forgave  him  bis  Ini¬ 
quity.  Know  therefore,  that  there  is  Mercy  enough  whh 
God  to  Pardon  and  Save  as  great  finners  as  you  are. 

And  know,  that  Jefus  Chrill  the  Son  of  God,  Came 
to  Save  the  chief  of  finners.  There  is  Merit  and  Righ- 
teoufnefs  enough  in  Jefus  ChriR .  Hee.  was  bruifed  for 
our  Iniquityes  ,  and  wounded  for  our  Tranfgre iiions.  The 
wounds  of  Chrift  can  make  amends  for  thofe  wounds 
which  you  gave  your  Mafter ,  when  you  flew  him.  The 
Blood  of  Chrift  can  fatisfie  for  the  blood  which  you  have 
flied.  Jefus  doth  deliver  from  wrath  to  come.  And  he  doth 
not  exclude  you  from  falvation  by  him,  if  you  doe  not  by 
Impenicency  &  Unbelief  exclude  your  felves.  Neither  can  the 
death  you  fuffer  hinder  the  .Salvation  of  your  fouls,  in  cafe 
;  you  truly  repent  and  believe.  Jefus  Chrift  hath  been  made 
a  Curfe,  that  fo  he  might  redeem  from  the  Curfe  of  the  Law. 
Yea  Hee  (the  blefled  fonofGod)was  hanged  upon  a  Tree, 

I  though  Hee  never  knew  any  fin,  only  for  the  fins  of  his  peo- 
:  pie-  and  therefore  he  hath  fanftified  all  maner  of  deaths  unto 
1  thofe  that  (hall  beleive  on  Him.  Oh  Confider  of  it  and  let  it 
j  break  your  Hearts. 

!  4-  Confider  Prefently  it  will  he  toolatefor  youtothink^of 

i  thefe  things,  when  once  you  are  dead,  when  once  your  fouls 
[  1  are  out  of  your  bodyes,  it  will  be  too  late  for  you  to  think  of 
,  thefe  matters.  There  is  no  Repenting  in  the  Grave, there  is  no 
Believing  in  Hell.  Behold  is  your  accepted  Time,  now  ls 
the  hour  of  your  Salvation.  If  you  doe  not  accept  of 
:  Jefus  Chrift  upon  his  own  Terms,  you  will  be  undone,  and 
;  damned  to  allEternity. 

j  By  way  of  DireElio^f  (hall  fpeak  two  or  three  words.’ 

!  I ,  I>oe  what  you  caU  that  God  may  have  glory  hy  yopt^  that  lit^ 

tie  Time  {hat^you  have  to  live.  Therefore  fee  th^t  you  folcronly 
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Wffrn  others,  (erpccially  young  ones)  to  take  teed  of  thofel 
evils  which  your  Confcienccs  tell  you, have  made  way  for  your  . 
deftrudion.  And  fee  that  you  be  fincere  and  ingenuous  in 
making  confeflion  of  your  fin.  The  Scripture  faith  “ 
7i’e  confefs  our  [ins^  that  is  with  a  Penitent  broken  heart,  defi- 
fous  never  more  to  commit  them,  God  isfaithfull  to  forgive 
them,  Uee  that  Confeffeth  ayid  forfaketh  JhaH  find 

mercy  ^  hut  he  that  hideth  his  fin  /hall  not  profiler.  I  charge  you 
in  the  Name  of  God,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  by  and  by  before 
Ills  Judgments  feat,  that  you  doe  not  deny  or  difowne  what 
you  know  is  Truth.  And  I  urge  this  the  rather,  becaufe  you  i 
have  not  been  fo  ingenuous  in  confeiling  your  evil),  as  God  ^ 
and  men  have  expfde^  from  you.  You  accufe  and  impeach  : 
cneanochar.  The  one  of  you  faith,  that  the  other  Killed  his 
Maflcr,  and  you  only  flood  by  and  did  not  flr/Ae  one  blow,  & 
fo  doth  the  other  fay.  You  accufe  him  and  he  accufeth  you. . 
But  deceive  not  your  felves,  if  you  deny  what  youimowis  | 
I'rUih,  though  God  be  mort  mercirnll,yet  God  that  made  you  i! 
will  not  have  mercy  ojn  you^  and  though  ChriR  be  a  Saviour 
for  great  finnei  s,  Hee  then  will  not  five  yo  u.  The  devill  hath  j 
br ought  your  bodyes  to  ruin  and  now  his  great  dehgn  is  to  ij 
deRroy  your  f(3uls.  Hee  knoweth  if  he  can  Perfwa^le  you  not  i 
to  give  glory  to  God  by  Confcjfing^  he  fhali  have  your  fouls 
for  eyer.  I  tell  you  truly  if  you  now  difown  the  Truth,  when  \ 
once  your  fouls  are  out  of  your  bodyes,  they  (hall  fuffer  the 
vengeance  of  eternal!  Rre. 

2.  Loo\  up  to  God  in  fefns  Chrlft^  that  he  tvould  five  yon'  i 
Repentance  and  Faith  unfaigiud.  You  cannot  convert  your. : 
felves,  but  God  can  doe  it,  therefore  look  up  to  him  for  that ' 
end,  and  cry  mightily  to  him,  as  for  your  lives.  If  the  Magi-  i 
Rrate  fhould  fay  to  you  (they  may  nor,  they  dare  not  fay  fo, 
b  ’caufe  then  the  difplcafure  of  God  would  come  upon  them  , 

&  upon  this  People)  that  if  you  iVould  cry  earnefilv  for  your ; 

1  ves,y  ou  fhould  have  them,  O  how  carneft  would  yovi  be?  Be- ; 
bold,  the  God  of  Gods  faith  to  you  this  day,  (and  in  l»is*nam« 

I  proclaim  it)  that  if  you  feek  un:  o  hi^  with  all  your  Hearts, 
it  is  poflible  that  the  fentence  of  eceriWll  death  which  is  upofi:; 
your  fouls  may  be  revoked  0  pray  for  tke  lives  of  your 

fouls.  I 
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fouls.  I  Remember  it  is  fioried  of  a  poor  woman  tliat  being 
Condemned  CO  dye,  as  foon  as  the  fentence  was  paf>,  flw  fell  a  ' 
crying  and  (hriking  in  a  lamentable  manner,  the  Judge  rebuked 
her,  and  bad  her  hold  her  peace,  but  flie  replycd  O  m)  lord  it  is 
for  jny  life,  it  is  for  my  life.  So  I  fay  to  you,  O  cry  to  the  Lord 
tor  Grace  and  for  pardoning  mercy.  It  is  for  the  lives  of  your 
fouls,  yea  it  is  for  the  lives  of  your  Souls. 

And  further  to  awaken  hereunto, 

3.'  Think^fadly  of  eternity  O  Eternity  Eternity  !  It  is  an  ama¬ 
zing  Meditation.  There  was  a  man  that  faid,  Ifl  rvereto 
dpire  the  wrath  of  God  for  a  thoufand  ysars  onely,  methinks  /  his*sermons 
could  bear  it,  but  Vchen  Ithink^of  Eternity  I  am  amazed,  I  befeech  ofthe  Atcri- 
you  think  ferioufly  of  this.  I  might  charge  you,  andldoe  foin  buiccf.p 
the  Name  of  God,  but  I  alfo  befeech  you.  Though  you  are  poor, 
vile,  condemned  creatures,  yet  as  I  faid  to  you  in  the  Prifon,  fo 
I  fay  in  this  folemn  Audience.  I  could  be  content  to  ly  down  at 
your  feet ,  upon  Condition  I  might  be  Inftrumentall  of  Good 
^  to  your  Souls,  fo  greatly  doe  I  defire  (God  is  witnefs)  your 
Salvation-,  Therefore  7  70//,  for  the  Lords  fake,  I  fray  yon 

for  your  immortall  Souls  fake, that  you  would  lay  thefc  things 
to  Heart,  and  we  will  once  more  cry  unto  the  Lord,  that  he 
v^ould  have  Mercy  and  Compaffion  upon  thofe  Precious  and 
Immortal  Souls  of  yours. 


Tibi  Domine* 


Errata 

P. 5.  1  9.  for  ere  read  arc,  | 

1.17.  fir  alledging  read  alluding, 

Lri.  for  they  read  thence. 
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